


Goal:
Students present their action plans to their 

community and try to reach a consensus as 

to the most sustainable solution.

Standards M
et:

S1, S5, S6, S7 LA3, LA4, LA6, LA7, LA8
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Objectives:
Students will…

a simulated

community meeting. 

of an assigned player.

communicate the

character’s position

on the most

sustainable action.

rated criteria in relation

to data collected. 

and human ingenuity

factored into their

selected action.

the most sustainable

action.

implement action idea.

MAT
ALSERI

Materials 

Community Meeting Agenda sheet (make a

transparency, have copies available for students 

if you choose)

Facilitating a Mediation Session sheet (teacher copy)

Playing/Presentation Tips Student Sheet

Role Play Activity Student Sheet 
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Prep

classroom titled with each of the potential

action taking options.

poster paper in the front of the room 

(from a previous activity).

Solution – Tips on Facilitating a 

Mediation Session.

In Class

presentation) groups.

Community Meeting Agenda on the 

overhead projector. 

Solution – Role Playing/Presentation Tips

Student Sheet.

– Role Playing/Presentation Tips Student Sheet

as a class. 

dots on the criteria that they feel are the

most important (they must select two 

different criteria).

their presentation.

make their presentation (notify them when

they have 30 seconds remaining). Be sure

presentations do not go over the allotted time.
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completed, have the students vote on actions

placing two red post-it notes on actions that

they cannot support and two green post-it

notes on actions that they would support

(they can place both notes on one action this

time if they want or on two different actions).

time to discuss the results.

consensus as to the action they want to take

to solve their community’s water problem.

community members what they think should

be done to select an action taking strategy

(majority vote, ¾ majority vote, etc.).

be done.

Solution – Debriefing a Role Play Activity/

Presentation Student Sheet to each student.

whole group. 

Sustainable Solution – Debriefing a Role Play/

Presentation Activity Student Sheet.

Assessment

Sustainable Solution-Debriefing a Role Play/

Presentation Activity Student Sheet.
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Agenda

Ground Rules
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Entry

1.  Introduce yourself and 

  welcome participants.

2.  Briefly state why you are here in 

  neutral terms.

3.  Explain the process of mediation and 

  its effectiveness. 

4.  Focus on the present and future, not 

  the past.

5.  Mention that this is a voluntary and

  confidential process.

6.  Mediators are neutral, not judges 

  or advisors.

7.  State ground rules. 

8.  Ask for questions.

Storytelling

1.  Pick one party and have them describe the

  situation as they see it.

2.  Periodically or in summary, restate the main

  goal and criteria.

  the recurring feelings and patterns.

4.  Do the same with the other parties.

Reaching the Final Agreement

2.  Make any correction and have all

  community members sign it.

3.  Acknowledge parties for their hard work

  and conclude. Ask parties if they have 

  anything they want to say before leaving.

  Leave with a positive statement.
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You are playing a member of your community. 

Are you willing to compromise and what is your bottom line (the point beyond which you will not 

As you prepare for your presentation, it may be useful to ask other “players” questions about their 

positions and recommendations. Remember, from the time you are assigned a role you must remain 

in character. The entire meeting will be conducted in your role. The debriefing session will be done 

out of role.
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